This is an impressive text that broadly surveys the evidence base for the assessment and management of patients with pain in the orofacial region. The contributors come from disciplines of oral surgery, oral medicine, clinical psychology and neurology, resulting in a comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the principles and practice of orofacial pain management.
The layout is carefully planned, and designed to be educative and easy to read. A systematic approach to all topics is encouraged; boxed text indicates objectives of each chapter, practice points, case studies and questions, tabulated key facts and summary points. Notably, references containing clinical studies are rated according to the quality and level of evidence of the material provided. Levels of evidence for suggested clinical management are well documented, with lists of references, recommended further reading and web-based resources: chapter appendices often provide further information.
The early chapters are of interest to all working in field of pain medicine. A superb overview of the principles of evidence-based clinical practice, with clear definitions of levels of evidence and lists of resources for evidence-based medicine, is followed by a succinct chapter on the neurobiology of pain, including orofacial pain. Further chapters cover history and examination, measurement, investigations, diagnostic classification, dental pain, temporomandibular disorders, headache syndromes associated with facial pain, atypical facial pain, trigeminal neuralgia, burning mouth syndrome, and neurological causes of head and face pain. The discussions of the utility of investigations and of the reliability, validity, sensitivity and specificity of pain measurement tools and questionnaires are very pertinent to appropriate resource utilization.
On the down-side, an index of tables would have been useful. The book was published in 2002, and some material is already dated, e.g. statements regarding relative safety of COX 1 and COX 2 inhibitors. In some areas, there was no clear identification of evidence guiding management as coming from data obtained solely from animal studies.
Overall, this book is highly recommended as an addition to the library of any pain unit or anaesthetic department managing patients with acute or chronic orofacial pain, and for individual clinicians with a specific interest in orofacial pain. The purpose of this volume is to provide a comprehensive account of the electrophysiological principles, indications, possible modes of action and practical application of all types of electrical stimulation in pain management. The chapters are monographs solicited from international experts and the repetition by different authors of some topics-particularly pathophysiology and patient assessment -is generally helpful.
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